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Through a Glass Brightly: 
 Making the First Low-Loss Optical Fibers  
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Χ¢ŜŘ aŀƛƳŀƴ ς First Laser 1960 
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Χ.ǳǘ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ Lǘ DƻƻŘ CƻǊΚΚ 
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Χbƻǘ wŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ tǊƛƳŜ-Time 
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ΧaŀȅōŜ LŦ ²Ŝ aŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ tƛǇŜ .ƛƎƎŜǊΚΚ 
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Specifications:    

Å  Single mode 

Å  Outside diameter ï 100 um 

Å  Core diameter - 0.75 um 

Å  Index difference -  1% 

Å  Attenuation < 20 dB/km! 

British Government Ministries of 

Aviation, Radar and Signal Research 

requested help with fiber making 

/ƻǊƴƛƴƎΩǎ 
 Dr. William Shaver 

Meeting June 17, 1966 
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Bob Maurer 
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Dr. Frank Hyde Invented Corning Flame Hydrolysis Silica 
tǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ 
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Dr. Martin Nordberg Invented Corning (ULE®) titania-silica 
glasses a few years later 


